INDIAN  RECREATIONS*                    JO?

inch of the ground with his body, as he advanced.
Years nuift have been coafumed, hy this ddiukd
u retch, in profecutinj.; this devout indignation,
which can only tend to nake his l;lj ufelefs, and
lti< example dangerous to fockiy.

THE utmoft rigour of difciplinc, that ccclefiaitic
power ventured to impofe in the durk'jl ages of pa-
pal tyranny in Europe, fall far flioat <- f:\ic degrading
and painful mortifications of tho A.I.iiic devutte*
Some renujn for to nuii^y y<.??"s ia cue pofture, that
they become incapable of ulinj; thtir limbs : fume
keep their fills lliut till the nails penetrate through
the back of the hands : others hold their arms Cut
pended above the head till they become ihriveikd
and incapable of motion. One of the annual cere-
monies of the Hmdoo fuperftitioa, exhibits thoufands
all over India fwi^ng in a rope, by means of a hook
pafied through the mufcles of the back- Thus the
devotee, exulting amidfl torture, Lecaufe appiv.'ded
by the multitude, paETes hours, fufpended by a louy
pole to the height of forty feet ; and is fv* ung round
with a rapidity which terrifies and aftonifhes the
European by a juft apprehenfion that the mufcles
may give way, and daih the infatuated vittim to
pieces*

IS no end to the delufions of fupcrftiticn,
nor any bouBda to the cruelties to which it can SH-
ftigate people the moft gentle and timid, with vrhi'A

biftory has made w- acquainted*    Some iirc per*

fuuded